
2005 Nebraska West Nile Virus Dead Bird 
 Surveillance-- Cumulative Summary 

 

 Total Birds Tested: 695 
 Total Birds Positive for WNV: 149 
 Positive Bird %: 21 
 
Species Breakdown 
 Total Number of Species Tested: 62 * 

 Total Number of Positive Species: 16 

 

 

 

Corvids 
   Number of Corvids Tested:  181  (26.04% of Total) 
   Number of Positive Corvids:  99  (66.44% of Total) 

   Corvid Percent Positive:  54.70% 

   Number of Corvid Species Tested: 2 

 
  

Species Name Common Name No. Positive No. Tested % Positive 

Cyanositta cristata Blue Jay 73 150 48.67 

Corvus brachyrhynchus American Crow 26 31 83.87 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Value includes unknown species classification, “Other” 



Raptors 

   Number of Raptors Tested:  123 (17.70%) 
   Number of Positive Raptors:  30   (20.13%) 

   Raptor Percent Positive:  24.39% 

   Number of Raptor Species Tested: 13 
 
 

Species Name Common Name No. Positive No. Tested % Positive 

Buteo jamaicensis Red-tailed Hawk 11 30 36.67 

Falco sparverius    American Kestrel 7 12 58.33 

Accipiter cooperii Cooper’s Hawk 4 15 26.67 

Bubo virginianus Great Horned Owl 4 32 12.50 

Otus asio Eastern Screech Owl 2 17 11.76 

Accipiter striatus Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 3 33.33 

Falco mexicanus Prairie Falcon 1 1 100.00 

Speotyto cunicularia Burrowing Owl 0 1 0.00 

Buteo swainsoni Swainson’s Hawk 0 1 0.00 

Circus cyaneus Northern Harrier 0 1 0.00 

Strix varia Barred Owl 0 2 0.00 

Tyto alba Barn Owl 0 4 0.00 

Cathartes aura Turkey Vulture 0 4 0.00 

 

Miscellaneous Birds 
   Number of Misc. Birds Tested: 391 (56.26%) 
   Number of Positive Misc. Birds: 20   (13.42%) 

   Misc. Birds Percent Positive:  5.12% 

   Number of Misc. Species Tested: 46 
 
*Only Misc. Species with at least one positive are listed 
 

Species Name Common Name No. Positive No. Tested % Positive 
Quiscalus quiscala Common Grackle 6 112 5.36 

Carpodacus mexicanus House Finch 5 15 33.33 

Zenaida macroura Mourning Dove 4 49 8.16 

Sialia sialis Eastern Bluebird 2 3 66.67 

Hirundo rustica Barn Swallow 1 1 100.00 

Passer domesticus House Sparrow 1 6 16.67 

Tyrannus verticalis Western Kingbird 1 9 11.11 



 

County Breakdown 
 
  Total Number of Counties Tested:  74 (79.57% of Total) 

  Total Number of Positive Counties:  45 (48.39% of Total) 
 
 

County No. Positive No. Tested % Positive 

Douglas 24 63 38.10 

Lancaster 13 48 27.08 

Sarpy 10 24 41.67 

York 10 26 38.46 

Lincoln 9 52 17.31 

Madison 8 30 26.67 

Wayne 5 12 41.67 

Adams 5 28 17.86 

Cuming 4 8 50.00 

Hall 4 11 36.36 

Saunders 4 11 36.36 

Scotts Bluff 4 38 10.53 

Jefferson 3 5 60.00 

Polk 3 5 60.00 

Kearney 3 8 37.50 

Platte 3 22 13.64 

Thayer 2 2 100.00 

Garfield 2 4 50.00 

Howard 2 5 40.00 

Keith 2 6 33.33 

Garden 2 8 25.00 

Buffalo 2 12 16.67 

Dawson 2 12 16.67 



Dodge 2 39 5.13 

Grant 1 1 100.00 

Colfax 1 2 50.00 

Deuel 1 2 50.00 

Loup 1 2 50.00 

Hamilton 1 2 50.00 

Nuckolls 1 2 50.00 

Rock 1 2 50.00 

Cedar 1 3 33.33 

Dakota 1 3 33.33 

Otoe 1 3 33.33 

Pierce 1 3 33.33 

Dundy 1 4 25.00 

Gage 1 4 25.00 

Saline 1 4 25.00 

Stanton 1 4 25.00 

Webster 1 4 25.00 

Holt 1 6 16.67 

Cheyenne 1 7 14.29 

Custer 1 7 14.29 

Phelps 1 11 9.09 

Seward 1 11 9.09 

 *No birds have been tested from Arthur, Banner, Blaine, Boone, Boyd, Clay, Dixon, Greeley, Harlan, 
Hayes, Hitchcock, Hooker, Keya Paha, Knox, Logan, McPherson, Perkins, Sioux, Thomas counties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Date Breakdown 
 

Period Negative Birds Positive Birds* Total Birds* 
Jan 1 - Jan 15 0        0       (0)         0       (0.00) 
Jan 16 - Jan 31 0        0       (0)         0       (0.00) 
Feb 1 - Feb 15 0        0       (0)         0       (0.00) 
Feb 16 - Feb 28 1        0       (0)         1       (0.14) 
Mar 1 - Mar 15 1        0       (0)         1       (0.14) 
Mar 16 - Mar 31 1        0       (0)         1       (0.14) 
Apr 1 - Apr 15 7        0       (0)         7       (1.01) 

Apr 16 - Apr 30 10        0       (0)        10      (1.44) 
May 1 - May 15 55        0       (0)        55      (7.91) 
May 16 - May 31 100        0       (0)       100     (14.39) 
Jun 1 - Jun 15 122        0       (0)       122     (17.55) 
Jun 16 - Jun 30 80        2       (1.34)        82      (11.80) 

Jul 1 - Jul 15 45        5       (3.36)        50      (7.19) 
Jul 16 - Jul 31 27        7       (4.70)        34      (4.89) 
Aug 1 - Aug 15 22      67       (44.97)        89      (12.81) 

Aug 16 - Aug 31 20      36       (24.16)        56      (8.06) 
Sep 1 - Sep 15 12      14       (9.40)        26      (3.74) 

Sep 16 - Sep 30 9      14       (9.40)        23      (3.31) 
Oct 1 - Oct 15              13        3       (2.01)        16      (2.30)  

Oct 16 - Oct 31               9        1       (0.67)        10      (1.44) 
Nov 1 - Nov 15 5        0       (0)         5       (0.00)  

Nov 16 - Nov 30 3        0       (0)         3       (0.00) 
Dec 1 - Dec 15 4        0       (0)         4       (0.00) 

Dec 16 - Dec 31 0        0       (0)         0       (0.00) 

*Percent of total positives and total birds in parentheses 
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